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THE POSITION OF THE GATHOLIC CHURCH IN THE PAITIC
STATES

After the World War the Baltlc Provinses of the Russian 7
Empire, with the predominantly non-Slavic, partially |
 fGerman1c populatién, deslared thein 1nﬂepandspo§ and )

_eatablished the three lndependent countries of Lithngnia;r“
Iatvia, and Estonia. Aﬁ bulwarks against Bolsheviem, they '
- are of great importance in cultural and raligioua'raspeefs.
From a misslonary point of view, they must be kept in mind .
aa the polnt of departure for sventusl minaionary work in
" Russia, For this reason, a certaln amount of information -

aboit the poaltion of the Catholic Chursh in the Baltic

. ptates might be of interest.

Iithmanla

ﬁhsn the Grand Duke Hindova, who united the sub-
prinoipﬁlitiea of Idtimanla under his sceptre, let himnelfr
be baptized, about ths-mdddlo of the 13th century, and re-
celved thb titlh of king-from Fope Innctence 1V, the
contry came into contact with Christianity for the first A
tims. HNevertheless, it was more than a hundred yoeara
before Christianlty could take flrm root and eall ltself
at home in Lithuanis. Unfortunately, as & rosult of a
lack of prlestz and the considarablq religions lgnorance
of the pecple, it remained go weak that at the time of

the religlous innovationa, which were introduced into

Litlmania
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Lithuenis through Calviniatic preachera and through the
Bohemlan Brothers, there was pgreat danger of the sountry
bécoming lost entirely for the Catholie Church, This
danger was avolded through the alertmneass of Cardinal
Hoslus end the intensive activity of the Jesult mission-
alres who cews to Litlwania in 1569. In a short time
the Jesults Succaeded in bringing many of the nobility
‘and their familles back to the mother Church, snd through
‘persistent religioua 1nstructicﬁ fhay taught tha pecple . :
for the first time to love and cherish the Catholic rgith.
They did their greatest service to the Church through the
establlahment of five instifutions for educating priests,
in which & spiritually zealous native clergy grew up. It
was 88 a result of this that durling the later rule of
Russia, which lasted for ever a centwury, the I4 thuenian
- pecple remsined true to their faith deapite the most
-sharp oppréésion. |

‘Thair loyalty was not o go unrewarded. Thq,dfiving
out of the Bolsheviks, in 1919, brought with it the fimal
freedom of the Cathollc Church, to which today over 60 per
cent of all the Litluanlane adhere. Soon after that the
ccuntrﬁ underwent a new clerical divislon; Kaunas was
ralsed to the pesition of en archbishopric snd four suf=-
fragen bishopries were sttached with 1t to the Litlmanian
clerloal prbvince. Members of religious orders once more
came into the country and began thelr proselytlng actlvi-
tles. fhus, the Capuching pow have a mlasionsry school
at Plunje, not far from Salsisi, Like the Jesuits in
RKaunss, the Franciscana and the 3t. Mary Fathers devote
themselves to the education of the young. The Dominicans
also estabhlished themselves recently in Lithuanlsa; the
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flrat monks who took up residence in the newly-founded
monaatery are the descendants of the Lithianisn parenta
who had emigrated to Amerioca. |

The natlonal govenrment took at flfat a very friendly
attitude toward the Church, as was only natural, inesmuch
as 1t was composed of representatives of the thres cath0116
-parties which had an absolute majofity in Parlizsment. When
the Soclellsts came 1nto-pbter In 1926, the friendly raln;
-tiona between Stete and Church did, to be sure, aaeh to bé
' in danger. But & balf yoar later the Socialist regime was
overthroum by the nationsl govermnment of Smetona, which--“
has ruled the country up to this tima. Althﬂugh the
National Pnrty 1n Iithuanie hes not a pranounced Gathclic
character, a concordat wlth the Vatican was navertholeaar '
coneluded under 1ts regime. According to this concordat,
the Catholic Church recelved sasurances of its freadom in
lworship, Juriadiction, and gdministration. Each of the

" . flve diocesea recelved 1ts own neminnry with san nnnunl

governmant subsidy. Salarios for the secular ¢lergy are ,71-
also provided, although they are not high., Particular .
interpst,attached to the parasgraph aceprding to which par-
rlages, religiocusly concluded, also raceive clvil regogn;- :
tlon. A wide fleld of activity 1s opened up for the re-
ligious assoclations which are asgembled in the Catholie
Aktion. "
Thus the external condlitlons for the development of
Cathollc life nre quite favorabla. This life 1n particul;
arly actlive among ths country population; regular church
attendance and reception of the sacrements, as well as a
model family life, are talkern for granted in these districts.
Other conditions, to be sure, prevall in the large citiee,

which



2
which are not mumerous, and in & large part of the educated
clroles. Here, for the time being, there is great reli-

- glous indifference and much ignorance over everything con:
nected wilth religlon and the Church. In order to combat
thla evlil, the leading clericsl authorities decided some
yoars ago to astablish a Catholis university in Kaunaa;
their plen uﬁfortunately failed to roceive the approval of
‘the government. In order to give the unrkiﬁg population a
Firmer religioua.roundation, a reorganization of the‘cgthoiio
Workers' associations was carrled through in 1933, and this
assoclation wes glven 1ts own Givision for the youth. An
attempt has been made through the spreading of the praysr
societies and the men's socleties to increaze religious
activity, sbove all, in the cities, and to put a mtop o
the growth of religious Indifference. |

Only s Lithusnian people which isg firm &n %1¢ts falth
could Tulfill the misslion which Providence hag placed he-
. fore it: namsly, to he a bulwark for the protoctlonAof |
| western burcpe from the world conflagration of Bolshevlism.
'The entire Christlan world shounld for this reason help this
people by 1its prayers, &s the Holy Father bas danired.in?hiu
message on missionary prayera for the month of Pebruerys .

Iatvia

Whereas, in Iitlusnis, by fer tho greateat part of the
population baleng to the Catholic failth, in the neighboring
country of Latvie the Catholica constitute only a rellglous
minority. Out of the aporoximetely two mlliion inhabltiants
of the country, 450,000 are Catholies, 266,000 are schis-
matlcs, over a million are Protestants, and some hundred
thousand ars Jows. Before the Reformation, latvla was -

controlled by the C atholic ordera, and the Archblshop of

Riga
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Riga ezercized national soversignty. W¥ith the penetration
of Protestanism into tho country this situation came to an
end, and when ihe Swedes conquered Rigs and a greaﬁ part
of Liviand, in 16356, the country was lost to the Catholie
Churoh. 9nly tho present Latvian provinda of Latgasllis
remeined under Poland and, in this way, the Cathollc falth
waa pfeaervad‘in that part of the country. The great
majority of the Iatvian Gatholics is now %o Be found im
thls province. h
After ILatvia's declaration of 1ndspandenca, efforts .
ware ﬁade tc megotiate a concordat ﬁith tha 7ntiu§n, gnd
‘these sfforts were successfully coneladed in 1922, Thé
| Catholles were glven the right to exercise their religlon,
freely and publicly. The bishoprle of Rige shich bad been
ro=-aatablished as early aa 1915, was raised by Home, in _7l
1523, to the posltion of an srchdlocese; the Government
/ placed at the Alaposal of the Archbishop, foQ'una as a
‘cathedral, the Cturch of St. Jacob, in Riga, which up to
that time had been Protestant.
Unfortunately there are‘ohly7150 secular priests at - -
the disposlition of the Pope for the spiritusl care of
450,000 Catholics. Thesse prlests ﬁre asslsted, howaever,
in their hard spiritual work by the members of variocus
orders; the Camuchine and St. lary Fathers are particnlarly
active in this respect. The blessed ‘;o-rks of the Slaters

of the Poor Child Jesus alst deserve particular mention.
‘They were called to Iatvia in 1927 by the Archblshop Springo-
"vich to help in ralsing the mental and moral level of the
Catholic populatlon of Latgallia. To thls purpose they

wore called upon to found a large common achool and & high

school for girls. The 3latera began thelr work against

great
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great sacrifice. The estate Yaunszlona, rhich had been
assigned to them, was a formar Russlan manor house, par=-
tially golng to pleces, in which a group of shady charactersa
hed already made thempslves comfortable. Ths population in
the vielnlty was strongly infected with Commmism. Wever=
theless the Sisters tackled thelr fob with courage and with
confldence in God, and their resoluts action ecarrisd them
to the desired results. In the seven years which have
passed since they entered the vicinlty the situation has -
changed cdmbletaly. Today, twanty;two‘nuns and fifty postn1¥ '
ants are at work in Taunaglona, Thelr schbol for glrls,
which hag received the raéognition of -the State, in ccm;'
pletely deveipped and the eommon sehool lg sthended by'IGO'-
children; furthermore, the sisters have had two larze
churches in the near vicinity, uhich.ﬁare'standing,unnaod
before ﬁhay cams, renovated, and they see that raligious
services.ére held thers every Suﬁ&ay._ The Lﬂﬁnian 2tate has .
given the great accomplighments of these muns complete ro; -
cognition and has supported them on more than one cccasion.
Not far from Yauraglona iles ors of the grestest points
© of attrecilon for the Cathollcs of Iatvia. It 1s Aglone, a
place of pligrimsge. Hers, ai Whitsuntide and Ascension 7
Day, the two maiz deys of pilgrimege, up to 70,000 pilgrims -
atream togather, Thhy pray devoutly before the mercifnllg
:imaga of theﬂother of God for the reunion of their people
in the {true falth.

Estonia

In BEstonim, the most northern of the Baltle countrles,
the Catholic Church was slmost completely forced out by the
Reformation, purticularly at the time of the Swedlsh reglme.
Thus, there are today only 3,500 Catholics among the 1,500,000
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of the Inhabltanta of the country. Very few of these
Catholics, hardly a hundred, are born Eatonians; the re-
mainder 1s composed of employees of the existing foreign
consulates in Reval (Tallinﬁ), aa well as Polish, Iithusnian,
and Latvian lmmigrants, Ten Catholic priests under the
leadership of the Apostolic Administrator work in six
parishes to minlater to their spiritual wants.

The oldest congregation is that of Reval, where some
hmndred yeara ago the Dominlean monks from St. Petersburg
began %o oare for the spititual weltars of the forelgn

Catholica, Today, two Jesuits snd the secular prlest P.
.Dienys sre atablonad there; the latter beldngs to the grdup

of twelve Llthuanien priests who returned from Saviet Russia

. 1n 1935, after a long and palnful imprisconment. The plrishf”

in Reval, with its two branches in the suburbs of Norme and
Koppel, comprises about one thousand Catholics. The thrg‘t
d'Affaires of the Vatlcan, Mgr. Arata, has hls office in _
the Catholic parish house. The prisat of Pernau, the iall;;_~j:
Inown health resort of the Forth, is also a priast of the f
Scclety of Jesus, and was formerly a missionary 1n_Ru§ai;. )
His congregation mmbers 30; unfortunately many_of‘tham hn§o
become completely estranged from religious 1irfe. anﬁnhin‘k -
monks take care of the thres religlous posts, Dorpat, ﬁ‘a:lk,,,l'r )
and Harva, of which the last two have beautiful and spacioua .
cburches. The paris, Rekvere, recently received a new '
1little wooden clmreh which can hold & congregation of 250

and will satlsfy the needs for a long time to coms. Although
the mumber of (atholics in Estonla ia st1ll small for the 7
tims beling and their influence insignificant, the Church ean
nevertheleas look forward to the future with hope amd

pleasure. The Government eatablished diplomatiec relations

wlth




o
‘A i

-8 . ‘ h;':' ;’}

with the Vetlcan in 1933, and takes an entirely friendly
attitude to the Cetholle populﬁtion and its priests. The‘
Lutheran Chmroh, whoqe meinbara éons-tituto almost 60 per
cent of the population, was reissd to the position of a
State cturch after the declaration of Bstonle's independ-

ence; bu_t In 1925, Stqte and Church were dlvided. The re- .
sult of thls measure was a perfect penstratlon into the

country by all sorts of sects,-which, bsing well-sgulpped : ;,7
’.‘..4-’ -

" with funds, began to beat the drum for the enlistment of .

new members. The population vhose religious wants had . .-
never been aatlafied by Iutb.eraninm went over in mm e

fo the Hethodist and ﬁaptis;b p;'eachers. Thoge seekers of 7

Truth whose natures wers desper, on the other himd, fotﬁiﬂ' '
F
the way to the Hother Church and there is good reason to

' expect that many more of the Estoniens, soms of whom are

f1lled with a sincers svd positively touchiiag’ yearning
for the one true rsligion, will attech themselves to the -

L

Catholic Church.

The Church also places grsat bopes Eé&'thg-_,egorts to
bring about a reunion with the a&hinmatlcs"in Esfqnia. _
These have long bean divided among themselves. The 115,000
Eaton-ian' orthodox believers, under the dlocese of Rewal,
celebrate the liturgy in theilr mother tongue, ﬁiie thn
85,000 Russ;.ians who are unlted in the orthodox d!.oﬁaae. of
Nerva use ChurcheSlavic. When the Bishop of the Pechory

Monastery was elected to the Bishopric of Harva, some

_ years ago, against his own will, and appssled t}mg-nafter

to the Patriarch of Constantinople for a decision,’ the
disunion was increased, since the Estonian metropolitan
was reluctant to recognize the decislon of Gonptanbinopla.

The Eatonian orthodox bellevers are entirely orfented

toward
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toward the Weat and weut above 211 to free themselves

from the Russlan {nfluence. Hany of them ses in the Roman
Church a place of refuge and are nﬁt unwllling to enter
into a wnion, In thé year 1933, the Holy Father thepefors ™.
instructed the French Jesult, Father Bourzaols, who fa

1524 had taken over the Byrantino-Greek ritual, to take

up resldencs in Herva and to establish contac: with the
orthodox believeras. Together uith & Tmteh Canuchlin, P,
Bourgeols is working on the completion of this d1fficult
task; at the moment he lp attempting to get Catholic

" students from England for the apostolate of the united

church; for 1t 1s neceapary to counteract the efforts of

-the Anglicans, who wquld like to bring sbout = unlon of

the Estonisn schismatics with the Church of England, and. .
who for this purposs have sent a mumbaer.of wellpeducated
young people into the country.

The reunion of tha orthodox bellevera 1s truly the
great hops of the future, which maintains the conreze of
the tolling CGatholic priests in Estonia on their atony
field of endeavor. They are grateful to the Cathollcs of -
Gormany for the asslstance of every prayer which they
care to devobe to them and to the flock which lms been
entrusted to them.

R. ¥kl S.J.
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